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H.B. 6355 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING RISK PROTECTION ORDERS OR WARRANTS 

H.B. 6491 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING NONLETHAL ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPONS 

 

Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, Senator Kissel, Representative Fishbein and 

Distinguished Members of the Judiciary Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testimony. My name is Ray Bevis, I am the 

Legislative Coordinator for Connecticut Citizens Defense League (CCDL). I am in opposition to 

the H.B. 6355 AN ACT CONCERNING RISK PROTECTION ORDERS OR WARRANTS. Connecticut’s 

current extreme risk protection order (ERPO) law has met the safety needs of its residents since 

its passage. Connecticut has been a pioneer in this field for over 20 years. Proponents of H.B. 

6355 have made claims that suicides and mass shootings have been prevented under our 

current ERPO law. This is evidence that our current law is sufficient and meeting the needs of 

our residents.  

Furthermore, I have great concern that an unintended consequence of H.B. 6355, if passed, will 

increase firearm related suicides. As we saw in one such measure with the passage of P.A. 13-3, 

which applied restrictions on the issuing and retention of firearm permits for people who have 

been voluntarily admitted for mental health treatment. One provision in P.A. 13-3 requires –

that firearm owners temporarily surrender their firearms and permit for a waiting period 

before being able to retain them again. Law enforcement officers were not exempt from these 

requirements, and in the wake of several suicides by police officers, law enforcement officers 

and groups cited the statute as having a deterring effect on seeking mental health treatment, 

out of fear to lose their right to carry a firearm.  

In 2018 and 2019, the Connecticut General Assembly committees acknowledged this fear and 

raised bills to address suicide prevention for nearly 7,000 police officers, while ignoring the 

other 300,000 permitted firearm owners. By adding “medical professional” to the list of 

petitioners who can directly request ERPO, without an investigation. Law enforcement officers 

and firearm owners will be even further deterred to seek out-patient metal health treatment. 

This bill stigmatizes police officer, firearm owners and mental health treatment.   

By removing the ability to transfer seized firearms to “any person eligible to possess such 

firearm or firearms and ammunition” (lines 116 – 117)- provided the transfer is authorized by 
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DESPP. Firearm owners will risk the loss and damage to firearms that are family heirlooms.  

These firearms often have greater sentimental value than monetary. Many firearms have been 

in a family’s possession for decades or even centuries.  

I ask the committee to oppose H.B. 6355 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING RISK PROTECTION 

ORDERS OR WARRANTS.  

I am in support of H.B. 6491 AN ACT CONCERNING NONLETHAL ELECTRONIC DEFENSE 

WEAPONS. This raised bill is based on SCOTUS ruling from 2016-Caetano v. Massachusetts. Ms. 

Caetano was a victim of domestic violence-was hospitalized from injuries she sustained from 

her abuser. Ms. Caetano petitioned for a restraining order- while leaving work, her abuser was 

waiting for her. Ms. Caetano displayed a stun gun that was given to her by a concerned friend. 

Her abuser fled. Ms. Caetano protected herself but was arrested and convicted for processing a 

stun gun.  In Connecticut, the process to obtain a permit to carry a pistol or revolver is a lengthy 

process. This leaves victims of domestic violence months of no option for self-protection 

devices.  

Furthermore, many women want to arm themselves with non-lethal self-protection devices. 

This option should be able to them. I ask the committee to support a victim’s right to protect 

themselves. Restraining orders are often violated by abusers and their victims live in fear. Give 

them another option to protect themselves.  

 

Respectfully, 

Ray Bevis 

CCDL Legislative Coordinator  

legislative@ccdl.us 

 


